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Special Session - Sine Die:

The First Called Special Session of the Texas Legislature ended on August 15th, and
the Governor immediately called another Special Session. On August 20th, the
House adopted the new map (HB 4) that redrew Congressional districts in Texas, by a
vote of 88 to 52, along party lines. The Senate Special Committee on Congressional
Redistricting advanced the map, also along party lines (18-Y/11- N), overnight on
8/22/25. Democrats have announced they plan to challenge the maps in court.

The Legislature adjourned “Sine Die” from the Second Special Session on the evening
of September 4th. Below are some highlights of legislation passed in the Second
Special Session, as well as some clarification related to SB 140, passed during the 89th
Regular Session.

The 89th Second Special Session - Deed Fraud and Real Property Fraud/Theft:

SB 16 related to deed fraud, real property theft, and real property fraud, amends the
Code of Criminal Procedure, Government Code, Local Government Code, Penal Code,
and Property Code to create the offenses of real property theft and real property fraud.
The legislation also provides restitution for real property theft and establishes filing and
recording requirements (photo ID) for documents concerning real property to help
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address deed fraud. SB 16 contains the same provisions as SB 2611 from the 89th
Regular Session which TMBA supported. SB 2611 did not make the deadline in the
House for Senate bills to pass the House during the Regular Session; hence SB 2611
being rolled into SB 16, which TMBA supported. This legislation passed both Chambers
and has been sent to the Governor.

SB 14 related to the provision by a political subdivision of credits against impact fees to
builders and developers for certain water conservation and reuse projects. SB 14 is the
same legislation as SB 1253 which was vetoed by the Governor due to a last-minute
Floor Amendment added in the House during the 89th Regular Session. TMBA
supported SB 1253 during the Regular Session. SB 14 passed the Senate and was
heard in the House Committee on Intergovernmental Relations on 8/22. It was voted out
of committee the same day. SB 14 passed the House with a bipartisan vote on
8/26/25. TMBA supports this legislation.

Additional 89th Second Special Session - Legislation:

The Legislature passed almost all issues laid out by Governor Abbott on the Special
Session Call, including legislation related to the flooding and tragic loss of life at Camp
Mystic. The legislature spent a great deal of time listening to local officials, business
owners, and the families who lost children and loved ones in the July 4th floods. The
majority of this legislation went through a bipartisan committee consisting of

both House and Senate Members.

The legislature also passed several pieces of legislation that had previously stalled
during the Regular Session. The legislature passed legislation granting the Attorney
General’s office the authority to independently prosecute election-related crimes (SB
12), legislation making ivermectin available to Texans without a prescription (HB 25),
legislation restricting which restrooms transgender people may use in schools and in
government buildings (SB 8), legislation that replaces the STAAR test with three shorter
tests to be administered throughout the school year (HB 8), and legislation to prohibit
the manufacture and provision of abortion-inducing drugs (HB 7). The legislature also
passed legislation that seeks to help sex-trafficking victims forced to participate in
criminal activity by creating an affirmative defense to prosecution for criminal offenses
committed by the survivor if the survivor can demonstrate their conduct was the direct
result of force, fraud, or coercion and that they are a victim of trafficking (SB 11). Two
issues that did not make it over the finish line were legislation to further regulate the
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consumable hemp industry in Texas (SB 6), and legislation related to lowering property
taxes by curbing local government spending (SB 10).

Telephone Solicitations:

There has been a little buzz lately related to legislation passed in the 89th Regular
Session, SB 140. The purpose of the legislation is to specify that the purpose of
statutes regulating telephone solicitations is to protect both people and the public
against false, misleading, or deceptive practices in the telephone solicitation

or telemarketing business. The statute amended by SB 140 is the Texas Business and
Commerce Code, Section 302. If one looks at Section 302.001 one will see definitions
in statute. In Section 302.001(6) the statute defines "supervised financial institution" as
the following: a bank, trust company, savings and loan association, credit union,
industrial loan company, personal property broker, consumer finance lender, commercial
finance lender, insurer, or other financial institution that is subject to supervision by an
official or agency of this state or the United States.

If one looks to Section 302.053 of the Texas Business and Commerce Code relates to
exemptions - EXEMPTION: PERSONS REGULATED BY OTHER LAW.

Specifically, 302.053(4) of the Texas Business and Commerce Code exempts the
following from application of the statute: a supervised financial institution or a parent, a
subsidiary, or an affiliate of a supervised financial institution. Because we fall within the
definition of “supervised financial institution” as defined in Section 302.001, SB 140
does not apply to our industry.

To research legislation related to the 89th Regular Session and both Special Sessions,
please visit: https://capitol.texas.qov/Home.aspx
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